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Introduction to Preventive
Conservation

Nobuyuki KamBa
Head of Conservation
Tokyo National Museum

Conservation of cultural properties means maintaining the
original appearance and character of cultural properties and
transmitting them to future generations. There are several
factors in museums that affect the conservation of cultural
properties. These factors may be categorized into three types
according to the length of time cultural properties have been
affected in the museum environment: long-term effect of 10 to
100 years, middle term effect of a year to 10 years, and short-
term effect of less than a year or even immediate effect. These
are all risks that are faced by museums, and the first thing that
must be done is to be aware of the existence of such risks. Once
they are recognized, it becomes necessary to measure and
assess the condition of risks that surround cultural properties.
Then appropriate countermeasures must be selected in order to
solve these problems so that they may be controlled over a long
period. Reducing risks in steps in order to achieve long-term
conservation of cultural properties is called* preventive conser-

vation.”
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Photo1 An example
of an object damaged
by patina that appeared
on the lead used as
weight for the roller rod
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Photo 2 Cleaning
stains on a cloisonné
object of the Ch'ing
dynasty
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Photo 3 Damage
caused to a sculpture by
the Great Kanto Earth-
quake
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Photo4  Hygrometric
thermograph in the
storage
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Photo 5 Hygrometric
data logger in an exhi-
bition case
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Photo 6 Trap to catch
living organisms and
investigate their exis-
tence in the museum
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